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-~ HORATIO SHARPE, Eflg; Governor. 67

appear what Alterations and Conceffions you have made, avhen contrary to your oxvn juft Rights. If vourIn.
tention herein, was, that thofe Alterations may appear to us, it was 1ot neceflary, unleis you couid ima-
gine that we had not obferved them. If it was to make them appear to others, we can't conceive how
that could be fairly done, without giving them an Opportunity of comparing thofe Alterations with the
Biils thereby altered, which remainrin your own Hands. But, whatever might be your Intention in tha:
Enumeration of your Amendments, we do not think it neceflary, in a Meflage, to take any further No-
tice of them, or of the Embellithments beftowed. on fome of them, for Reaforis that you have given us in
a former Meflage this Seffion: Befides, we are ftill of Opinion, that whatever Alterations it may feem
that you have agreed to, or whatever Conceffions it may feem that you have made, yet our Objections 1n
the moft effential Points are not obviated, or fufficiently removed, efpecially th#t which reiates to the Cre.
dit of, and finking the new Emiffion of the Money in Five Years; and if you really, and indeed have,
made any Conceffions, contrary to your juft Rights, we affure you we never defired anv fuch, c-
expeted fuch a Declaration from you. We only defire, that, confiftent with your judt Rights and ovr
own, and for the general Good of the People, fuch a Law may be obtained as may be for the Safety and
Defence of us all.  For thefe Reafons we made our Objeétions to the Bill you fent us, in Hopes they
might have been removed.

< You are now pleafed to fay, That you fball very chearfully agree to a free Conference, not on tie Subjedl-
Matter of a Bill fent dowwn avith a Negative, but on the Subjeti-Matter of our Objellions to feveral Bills, in
order to bring about the Paffage of the Bill laft fent up-: This feems to us to be an extraordinary Kind ot
Conference; for really, Gentlemen, we confefs, that we do not clearly underftand your Diftintuon :
We apprehend that in order to bring about the Paffage of the Bill laft fent up, the Subje-Matter of
that Bill ought to be confidered, ratifer than any Objettions, that we may have made to any former
Bill or Bills; we are, neverthelefs, willi;g to confer witl'you on the Subjeét-Matter of thofe Objecuons
alfo. But you go farther, and add, Excepting, however, the Tax on Liguers confumed by Perfons net
being Retailers, and the Appointment of the Sheriffs to be Colleflors of the Exife, as provided- by the laft Bill,
being Points that awe are determined not fo depart from, and therefore cannot apree to a Conference upon : Thele
preliminary Points, fo pofitively infifted on to be excepted out of the Matters of the Conference, we
readily allow to be the moft irregular Expedienit that could be propofed, to cbtain any good Iffue
from it.

¢« You are however careful, That your prefent Conceffions fhall not be draawn into Precedent, or ary Way
conflrued as derogntory to your ancient and undoubted Rights, &c. and we cannot but obferve how willing
you feem to be to make a Precedent againft us, drawn from our Infpettion Law, which, we think, 1s
nothing at all to the prefent Cafe : We hope then, you will allow us to be cauticns, at leaft for the
future, of making Precedents derogatory to the ancient and undoubted Rights of the Government.

¢ We would willingly avoid giving you any juft Occafion of Offence, efpecially at this Time ; but,
here we mutft take the Liberty of afking you a Queftion or Two ; Will you be contented with your un-
doubted Rights, and that Share in the Legiflature, which, by the Conftitution of this Government, you
are entitled to ? Or would you affume to yourfelves the fole Power, not only of making Laws, but the
Execution of them too ? If nothing lefs than this laft will fatisfy you, we mautt tell you, thatitisa Point,
which we are determined not to agree to give up to you ; and you could not reafonably exped, that, to ob-
tain only a free Conference on the Subject in Queftion between the two Houfes, that we frould agree to your
previoufly excepting from the Conference any Points of that Subjet, in which the uncoubted Rights of
the Government, or Liberties of a free People, may be involved, and which ought to be carefully
difcuffed, before any Determination concerning them can properly be made : Therefore we earneiily
recommend thefe Matters to your further Confideration, in order, if poffible, to bring about that defir-
able End, which, if obtained, can only make your Conftituents any Amends for the tedious Length of
this Seffion, and the heavy Charge and Burthen it muft bring upon them. However, upon 'the who}ﬁc
Matter, and notwithftanding all your Precautions, we having confidered the dangerous Situation of Af-
fairs at this Time, and to demonftrate our Readinefs to ufe every Endeavour in our Power, to obtain
a good End of our Deliberation, do agree to a free Conference with you, and have accordingly named
Philip Thomas, Efq; and Col. Benjamin Tafker, to confer with fuch Members of your HOQ{C as you fhall
appoint ; but at the fame Time we will be fo free as to tell you, that whether you will Confer with us
on thofe Points excepted by you, or not, we will detcrmine thereon, as we fhall think proper, according
to our undoubted Right. : ~ Signed per Order, 7. Ry, €L Up. Ho.

The Houfe adjourns till the Morrow Morning at VIII of the Clock.
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